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“With participation rates effectively static, growing the
player base is now a common challenge for all sports.
Breaking down barriers to play, however, will require an
individual rather than collective approach as their strength
and nature vary significantly from activity to activity.”

— David Walmsley, Senior Leisure Analyst

This report looks at the following areas:

e Sports clubs need new players, not just new members RE PO RT NOW
e How can elite sport do more for grassroots growth?

The UK sports participation market continues to grow in value but, with participation rates static, it is VISIT:
increasingly dependent on current players spending more, on both membership subscriptions and sto re.mi nte| .COom
facility fees.

That is creating a twin pressure to expand the player base and reward current participants for their CALL:
continued willingness to spend - a task made more complicated by priorities for future investment in EMEA

sport being guided by self-interest across all playing groups. +44 (0) 20 7606 4533
In the current funding climate, many sports will have to choose one or the other. Of those options,

bringing in new players is likely to be the priority for most, particularly if they can demonstrate to their Brazil

core participants that a bigger player pool will have a positive effect on their own experience too. 0800 095 9094
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DID YOU KNOW? This report is part of a series of reports, produced to provide you with a
. more holistic view of this market
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Sports prioritise facility investment

Public venues ripe for refurbishment

Market Size and Forecast

No net gain in playing numbers

Figure 10: Adult participation in sport at least twice in the previous 28 days, November 2015-November 2016 and November
2016-November 2017

Fees lead subs in driving value growth
Figure 11: Consumer expenditure on participation* in sport, 2013-23

Forecast
Figure 12: Forecast of consumer expenditure on participation* in sport, 2013-23

Forecast methodology

Market Segmentation

Team sports lose out on fitness and convenience

;ié;ure 13: Twice-monthly adult participation in most popular sports, November 2015-November 2016 and November 2016-November
17
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Launch Activity and Innovation

Golf cuts cost by shortening rounds
Measuring up against Messi

A new type of table service

Swimming enjoys a long-distance romance
Prescribing parkrun

Parallel lines up more accessible events
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A broader focus to expand the player base

Looking beyond access and affordability
Figure 19: Participation in sport (net), June 2014-July 2018
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No change at top of the table
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Figure 20: Sports most commonly played in the past 12 months, July 2016-July 2018
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Participation peaks in the park
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High hurdles pinpoint obstacles keeping more players out of the race
Figure 24: Barriers to participation, by sport, July 2018

Investment in Sport

Concern for kids unites the generations
Figure 25: Priorities for public investment in sport, July 2018

There’s no ‘I’ in team - but there is very much a ‘me’...

Figl;urZeOZESj: Prioritisation* of public investment in training more volunteers in sports clubs, by type of sport played during the last year,
July 201

Elite sports losing public opinion race
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Figure 27: Prioritisation* of public investment in supporting elite athletes, by age, socio-economic status and household income, July

2018

Appendix - Data Sources and Abbreviations

Data sources

Abbreviations

Appendix - Market Size and Forecast

Forecast methodology

Figure 28: Forecast of consumer expenditure on participation in sport*, 2018-23
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